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Members of the House of Representatives reelected Speaker of the House Billy McCoy and Speaker Pro Tempore J.P. Compretta during the opening week of the state’s 123rd legislative session. We began our work on Tuesday, Jan. 8. Adjournment is scheduled Sunday, May 11.

McCoy, starting his 29th year as a member of the Legislature, won election in a close vote over challenger Rep. Jeff Smith, who is entering his 17th year. Rep. Compretta, like McCoy a 29-year veteran, won the Speaker Pro Tempore’s position over Rep. Robert Johnson, starting his 16th year. Rep. Ed Blackmon, in his 26th year, was elected as “temporary speaker” and presided over the election of the fulltime speaker.

Speaker McCoy said the House of Representatives will continue to focus on such priorities as public education, transportation, health care, economic development and public safety in the session ahead. The speaker said House members should work together as Mississippi continues to compete with “every state and every nation.”

Among the 122 members of the House taking the oath of office from outgoing Secretary of State Eric Clark were 19 first-term members who won election last November. The 2008 House of Representatives is comprised of 75 Democrats and 47 Republicans; 85 whites and 37 African-Americans; and 101 men and 21 women.


Election of the House leadership team sets the stage for naming of the various committees from which the serious work of the Legislature emanates: introduction and consideration of the projected 3,000-plus bills and resolutions that will come before us.  Each session we consider these proposals based on a calendar with established deadlines for action. The first major deadline this year is Feb. 25 for the introduction of bills and constitutional amendments, followed by the March 11 deadline for our committees to report on those measures.


Good news on the state revenue front came in a report from the Joint Legislative Budget Committee, which said that General Fund revenues for the month of December were slightly more than $9 million above the latest projections.  Midway through the current 2008 fiscal year, we have collected $26.5 million above the estimate. Individual income tax collections have set the pace this year, while sales tax revenues are $45.2 million below the estimate. Corporate income and gaming revenues are above the estimate.


Late in the week we held a joint session of the House and Senate to witness the installation of seven of our eight statewide elected officials. They include Lt. Gov. Phil Bryant, Attorney General Jim Hood, Agriculture Commissioner Lester Spell, Auditor Stacey Pickering, Insurance Commissioner Mike Chaney, Treasurer Tate Reeves and Secretary of State Delbert Hosemann. Bryant and Chaney are former members of the House of Representatives.

Presiding over her final joint session was two-term Lt. Gov. Amy Tuck, who said her being able to serve was “an honor beyond expectations.”


The ceremony installing Governor Haley R. Barbour for his second term is scheduled for Thursday, Jan. 15 on the south steps of the Capitol. Contact us at 601-359-3770.
